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EU-CELAC Cluster Matchmaking Event on creativity and innovation 

in the agro-food sector organised in the context of the EXPO Milano 2015, 

12th - 13th June 2015, Milan, Italy  

 

Cluster cooperation between Europe and the CELAC region was the focus of the 

matchmaking event on creativity and innovation in the agro-food sector, which took place 

on 12th and 13th June 2015. A delegation of cluster managers from European and CELAC 

countries met to discuss international cooperation possibilities. This was a very successful 

event of 200 face-to-face meetings which included both Cluster2Cluster and Cluster2Business 

discussions. 

 

On 12th and 13th June 2015, the European Commission’s Directorate-General for Internal 

Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs organised an EU-CELAC Cluster Matchmaking 

Event in Milan (Italy) in collaboration with Steinbeis-Europa-Zentrum, the Enterprise Europe 

Network and the EU-LAC Foundation. The aim of the event was to foster cooperation between 

clusters from Europe and CELAC (Community of Latin American and Caribbean States) 

countries. The event was integrated in the Enterprise Europe Network’s B2B event “Creativity 

and innovation in the agro-food sector” and the “Euro-CELAC Days: Joint cooperation to 

enhance business and investment opportunities”. The thematic matchmaking event took place 

in the context of Expo Milano 2015, the central theme of which is “Feeding the Planet, Energy 

for Life”. 

The mission was successfully implemented with 

a total of 42 clusters from 13 European countries 

(Croatia, Denmark, France, Greece, Hungary, 

Italy, Northern Ireland, Poland, Portugal, 

Romania, Serbia, Spain, Turkey) and 10 CELAC 

countries (Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, 

Costa Rica, Ecuador, Mexico, Peru, Dominican 

Republic and Uruguay). European 

representatives came from a wide variety of 

sectors including agriculture, food, agriculture 

machinery, tourism, ICT, renewable energy, 

biotech, cleantech, logistics and the textile 

industry, while food production, agro industry 

and health clusters were represented from 

CELAC countries. 

 

The European cluster representatives met 

during more than 50 Cluster2Cluster meetings and about 150 Cluster2Business or other 

meetings, amounting to a total of nearly 200 meetings. Further exchanges are planned with 

the three clusters that were unable to participate in person. A guided tour to the Expo area, 

especially the European Union pavilion, complemented the programme. 
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Feedback from cluster representatives was very positive and a number of potential 

cooperation agreements between the clusters are foreseen. 

 

The EU-CELAC cluster matchmaking event represented a unique opportunity for 

representatives of European cluster organisations interested in collaboration with CELAC 

clusters to explore possible common areas of interest for cooperation and complementarities, 

in terms of sector, value chain, and market focus of their SMEs and companies with a large 

panel of European and international clusters. 

 

In support of a policy aimed at promoting international cluster cooperation for the benefit of 

SMEs, DG Enterprise and Industry of the European Commission launched in 2012 an initiative, 

which was renewed in late 2013, that contributes to the organisation of specific cluster 

matchmaking missions to support cluster organisations and their Small and Medium-sized 

Enterprises (SMEs) members in their efforts to develop partnerships and business cooperation 

in global markets.  
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These missions aim to prepare the ground for practical cluster cooperation across borders and 

to make a more strategic use of transnational cluster cooperation. The European Cluster 

Collaboration Platform (ECCP) is the cornerstone of the European strategy in support of SME 

internationalisation through clusters and is, therefore, of strategic importance to successful 

missions. The ECCP provides a wide range of information and services to facilitate the 

interaction between clusters not only within Europe but also with international partners.  

 

The organisation of the matchmaking missions is facilitated by a consortium led by Sociedade 

Portuguesa de Inovação (SPI - Portugal) in partnership with inno TSD (France) and Steinbeis-

Europa-Zentrum (Germany). 

 

For more information about the mission, please consult:  

http://www.clustercollaboration.eu/milan-june-2015 


