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Video introduction
“Clusters meet Regions”



Join at slido.com
#23260

ⓘ Start presenting to display the joining instructions on this slide.



What kind of entity do you represent?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



Have you been involved in designing or 
implementing regional policies?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



Wolfgang Münch

Deputy Head of Unit, DG REGIO, European Commission



Smart Specialisation: unlocking the 
innovation potential across EU regions

Support to RD&I (2021-2027)
Total EUR 34.5 bn
Less developed regions EUR 20.4 bn
Transition regions EUR 8.5 bn
More developed regions EUR 5.4 bn



New S3-based Cohesion Policy Tools for 
Research and Innovation

• The I3 Instrument is a new tool to support interregional 
innovation. 

• focuses on innovation closer to the market, specifically 
the "demonstrate, commercialize, and scale-up" phase;



Policy advice

S3 Expert Group

Working Groups

Support

Thematic 
Platform and 
Partnerships

Targeted support 
to regions

Community 
engagement

S3 CoP Website

S3 CoP events

S3 Community of Practice Services



Marek Przeor

Team Leader Cluster Policy, DG GROW, European Commission



Cluster Community in the EU: 
Over 1500 cluster organisations



Funding and Regulatory incentives for 
green, digital and resilient EU

FUNDING REGULATORY

30 Euroclusters



Collaboration

Knowledge
Services



Your Questions



In one word, what do you associate with 
clusters?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



In your opinion, how can clusters drive regional competitiveness 
and the green and digital transition?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



Riikka Tanskanen

Project Manager, Regional Council of Lapland 



Clusters in East and North 
Finland Smart Specialisation

Project Manager Riikka Tanskanen
Regional Council of Lapland

ERDF project Smart Specialisation in 
East and North Finland 2022–2027 (ELMO II)



About East and North Finland

• East and North Finland consists of seven regions: 
South Savo, North Savo, North Karelia, Kainuu, 
Central Ostrobothnia, Northern Ostrobothnia
and Lapland

• Clusters have been in the core of our RIS3 since 2019
• First joined Smart Specialisation Strategy

for 2019 – 2023 was created during
European Commission’s 
“Regions in Industrial Transition” pilot



Clusters in regional development

• East and North Finland has around 45 clusters
• Our clusters have a significant role in the joined

Smart Specialisation Strategy (2024-). 
• Our strengths are in high level of expertise

combined with sustainable use of 
significant natural resources. Therefore, our
clusters are strong actors in green and 
digital transition. 
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What is the role of clusters in the green and digital transition 
of Europe’s regions? 

And how do they collaborate with regional governments to 
strengthen the regional economy and build resilience?



Visit the ECCP website
and follow us on social media
www.clustercollaboration.eu

@Clusters_EU

European Cluster Collaboration Platform

#ECCP #EUClustersTalks
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